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Digitized from Box 28 of the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

December 10, 1975

Hon. Gerald Ford
President of the .
United States of America
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr, President:

Cuban refugees living and working in the United States, who are
trying to become U,S. residents and wish to become citizens,
are having waiting periods of three and four years to obtain
their desired status.

Previously, even at the peak of Cuban arrival to the United
States obtaining residence status, did not entail more than a
few months delay. One must assume a reduced staffing and some
feet dragging by the Immigration Department as responsible.

For Cubans already living, working and paying taxes in the
United States, it appears to both the best interest of the
United States and of Cuban-Americans that they be absorbed at
an accelerated rate into the mainstream of the American system
as most desirable,

We, therefore, recommend:

1. . An executive order from the President to the Immigration
Department to speed up the method of processing U.S.
residence applications for Cubans living in the United
States with a refugee status, as well as for U,S.residents
(of Cuban origin) who are seeking citizenship.

2., 'To promote legislation to automatically move Cuban refugees
already living in the United States, to resident status with

a minimum of paperwork. Also to allow their period of

residence in the United States as refugees to count towards

the necessary waiting period to.obtain citizenship.
Respectfully,
A s ATVA

: Manuel Casanova
Florida Chairman

7500 S.W. 82nd COURT / MIAMI, FLORIDA 33143








































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT T. HARTMANN

FROM: GWEN ANDERSON

VIA: DOUG SMITH
SUBJECT: Cuban Refugees

At the meeting of the Republican National Hispanic Assembly with
the President on Thursday, December 11, the attached letter (Tab A)
to the President was presented by Mr, Casanova. The letter recom-
mended the following two items:

1. An executive order from the President to the Ilnmigration
Department to speed up the method of processing U.S.
residence applications for Cubans living in the United States
with a refugee status, as well as for U.S. residents (of
Cuban origin) who are seeking citizenship.

2. To promote legislation to automatically move Cuban
refugees already living in the United States, to resident status
with a minimum of paperwork. Also to allow their

a

period of residence in the United States as refugees to /o
count towards the necessary waiting period to obtain i:
citizenship. AU

On Thursday afternoon, following your instructions, I forwarded a
copy of the letter from Mr. Casanova to Mr. James Cannon, Director
of the Domestic Counci), requesting an answer to the questions posed
in the letter. ’ '

I subsequently telephoned Mr. Cannon on Saturday morning to ask

him the status of the request. He commented he could not understand
the incredible urgency of this request. I explained that Counsellor
Hartmann and the President were anxious to move quickly on this
matter. Hestated that he had referred the matter to Mr. Dick Parsons
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on his staff, I informed Mr. Cannon we wanted the information

no later than Monday and then telephoned Mr. Parsons immediately
(at his home) and he said there would be a delay as he would be

out of town on Monday. I suggested that he arrange for his secre-
tary to forward the information which he anticipated receiving

from the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS). It was
emphasized that the information should be available to Mr. Hartmann
by close of business on Monday.

Since nothing had arrived by 5 p.m., on Monday, I telephoned Mr.
Parsons' office and spoke with his secretary, Mary Donahue. She
said she was formulating a memo to send to Mr. Cannon who would
in turn give the information to Mr. Hartmann. At 6:30 a copy

of the memo from Mr. Cannon (Tab B) arrived. The memo did not
fully respond to the two requests for action on the Presigent s
behalf. The conclusion in the mem

accelerate the rate of naturalization of Cuban refugees upless
Congress enacts additional legislation and that the INS advises
that the Executive Branch cannot do anything administratively to

relieve the situation.

The following morning Fernando De Baca was contacted, and I talked
several times by telephone with Mary Donahue in an attempt to
obtain answers to the questions that remained unanswered. These
telephone conversations resulted in my memo to you of December 16
at 2:00 p.m. That memo (Tab C) provided some additional infor-
mation, but concluded that the information obtained seemed vague.
I _recommended that we get the necessary information din-writing
from the INS. Later that afternoon I met Mr, Cannon in the hall-
way and told him that there was a portion of the letter that had
not been responded to and that it would be sent back to him.

On the 17th a copy of a memo from Jim Cannon (Tab D), which was
apparently intended for but not actually delivered to you, re-
affirmed the general information which I had received orally,.
and which already had been included in my memo of December 16,
However, Mr. Cannon's conclusion was that "since the limitation
on visas and the required period of residence are matters of
law, there is little the Executive Branch can do to help the
situation,.,"

In view of the lack of adequate explanation of the apparent problem,
it is recommended that the Commissioner of Immigratiom and Naturali-
zation Service be asked to submit suggestions on how the backlog

of Cuban applications for residence status can be more expedi-
tiously processed.
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-December 10, 1975

Hon. Gerald Ford
President of the

United States of America
The White House

'Washington, D.C. 20500 | .

Dear Mr. President: - : .

Cuban refugees living and working in the United States, who are
trying to become U.S. residents and wish to become citizens,
are having waiting periods of three and four years to obtain
their desired status.

Previously, even  at the peak of Cuban arrival to the United
States obtaining residence status, did not entail more than a
few months delay. One must assume a reduced staffing and some
feet dragging by the Immigration Department as responsible,

'For Cubans already living, working and paying taxes in the

United States, it appears to both the best interest of the
United States and of Cuban-Americans that they be absorbed at
an accelerated rate into the mainstream of the American system
as most desirable, '

We, therefore, recommend:

1. An executive order from the President to the Immigration
Department to speed up the method of processing U.S.
residence applications for Cubans living in the United
States with a refugee status, as well as for U,S.residents
(of Cuban origin) who are seeking citizenship.

2. To promote legislation to automatically move Cuban refugees
already living in the United States, to resident status with
& minimum of paperwork. Also to allow their period of
residence in the United States as refugees to count towards
the necessary waiting period to obtain citizenship.

Respectfully,

-7 0 A damd VA

-~ Jose Manuel Casanova

. T
Florida Chairman - ,z;.r&{?a%
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 16,

- MEMORANDUM FOR : ROBE T. BITMANN
FROM : - JIM C VA
SUBJECT : Cuban fugees

1975

Attached is a memorandum drafted by Richard Parsons,
who is out of town, which may answer the questions

you had about the Cuban Refugee program.

If you need more information, please let me know.

Attachment

cc: Gwen Anderson



































































































